
Maths Café 
Year 3 and 4

Times tables

23rd, 24th, 26th September 



At Broke Hall…

• Times tables are taught a minimum of twice a week in addition to 
daily maths lessons (in years 3-6).

• Emphasis is placed on learning for understanding, rather than rote 
learning. 

• A range of methods and techniques are used to teach and practise
times tables. 



Why are times tables important?

• Frees up working memory.

• Helps with mental arithmetic. 

• Less maths anxiety and boosts confidence.

• Improved problem-solving abilities.

• Promotes number sense.

• Can be applied to other areas of mathematics and beyond. 





How will my child learn times tables?

• Counting stick 

• Number line

• Chanting – rolling numbers

• Games 

• Visual representations such as arrays 

• Concrete resources and manipulatives 

• Language – lots of, groups of, multiplied by



Counting and looking for patterns.

Example: Counting in 2s 
2, 4, 6, 8, 10… 

● Ensure children have a strong understanding of counting in groups first.
● When children are secure with counting, they can then look for patterns.
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Repeated addition

Knowing that 2 x 4 is the same as 2 + 2 + 2 + 2
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2 + 2 + 2 + 2 = ? 2 x 4 = ?



Multiplication is commutative

3 x 2 is the same as 2 x 3

Children need to understand that multiplication can be completed in any order to produce the same 
answer. Sometimes this link needs to be made explicit. 
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3 lots of 2 = 6

2 lots of 3 = 6



Multiplication is the inverse of division

20 ÷ 5 = 4 can be worked out because 5 x 4 = 20

Using pictorial representations (such as arrays) is useful here for children to see the link between 
multiplication and division. 
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Number families

4 x 5 = 20, 5 x 4 = 20, 20 ÷ 5 = 4, 20 ÷ 4 = 5

Due to their commutative understanding, children should also be able to see whole number 
families. For many children this will need to be pointed out and discussed. 
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20

4 5



Using known facts

4 x 6 = ?
I know 4 x 5 = 20

Therefore, 20 + 4 = 24

By using known facts from ‘easier’ times tables, children should be able to find answers with 
increasing speed. 
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+



Year 4 multiplication check

• In 2022,  the Department for Education have introduced a statutory 
multiplication check for all Year 4. This will take place in June.

• The purpose of the check is to determine whether children can 
fluently recall their times tables up to 12, which is essential for future 
success in mathematics.

•  It will also help our school to identify who may need additional 
support. 

• This test will be in school time and will consist of 25 mixed questions. 
Pupils will have 6 seconds to answer each question.





How can I support my child at home?

• Focus on understanding

• Develop rapid recall

• Chants and songs

• Counting in steps 

• Games such as times tables snap, bingo 

• Real life objects e.g. count pairs of socks, grouping objects

• Encourage playing on TTRS or Maths Frame.

• Display tricky facts

• Flash cards



Online games

Maths Frame

https://mathsframe.co.uk/en/r
esources/resource/477/Multipl
ication-Tables-Check 

https://mathsframe.co.uk/en/resources/resource/477/Multiplication-Tables-Check
https://mathsframe.co.uk/en/resources/resource/477/Multiplication-Tables-Check
https://mathsframe.co.uk/en/resources/resource/477/Multiplication-Tables-Check


Online games

Times Table Rock Stars





Today’s café…

• A range of resources 

• An opportunity to see how children learn and practise.

• Times tables can be fun!



Maths Café 
Thank you.

Any questions?
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