[image: ][image: ]Match report – football tournament at Whitton.
5th October 2023.


All the boys were ready to start the tournament. First off, we faced Cedarwood. It was a fairly tight game where Theo missed a chance in the first couple of minutes. Generally, Cedarwood didn’t have a lot of chances thanks to our great teamwork and solid defence. In the dying seconds of the game, Hugo hit the post – unfortunately, it rebounded off the post and the keeper was able to claim the ball. The whistle blew and it was full time.

Next up was Colneis – this game was certainly more eventful than the last. As we kicked off, all the boys were in the right mindset for a win. Looking ahead, we dominated possession and, a couple of minutes later, we found a break-through. Henry played a lovely, threaded through ball and, just like that, Hugo was through on goal before he chipped the ball over the keeper’s leg. 1 – 0. A couple of minutes later, the opposition’s midfield played a pass through to their winger and, with no time to react, the ball sailed past Kai who was in goal. 1 – 1.  In the final minutes of the game, Theo played a ball through their defence to Hugo who placed it in the bottom corner. At full time, the game was 2 – 1 to Broke Hall.

Our last group stage game was against Hadleigh. We found a way to score pretty quickly with Joe running down the left flank before neatly finishing near the front post. Not long after, the boys found an opening again which Joe was able to finish. Just a couple of minutes later, Joe ended up scoring another goal and earned his hattrick. With a minute to go, Theo was through on goal – the ball went nowhere but in the net. At fulltime the score was 4 – 0. After that result, Broke Hall were through to the knockout stages.

In the semi-final, we faced Rushmere. This was a tough game with Rushmere scoring the first goal. However, we were not going to go down without a fight. In the last minutes of the game, Hugo set up Theo who was able to slot the ball away. With a result of 1 – 1 at the end of full time, it was onto penalties. Rushmere took the first one and slotted it into the bottom corner. Then, Theo took to the penalty spot and scored his own in the bottom corner. Until the last penalties, the scores were still even. Rushmere took their final penalty but Kai was ready, guessed correctly and sent the ball outside of the post. Then it was our final penalty. Hugo took it and was able to sneak it onto the goalie’s glove before the ball was deflected into the goal. We were in the final!

Cedarwood scored first (with a controversial goal) before scoring a quick second through an own goal. Unfortunately, we were unable to find a comeback and the game ended in defeat. Out of sixteen teams who entered, we ended in second place. 

Well done to all the boys – we put in a great effort and were unlucky not to win. A special mention to our amazing coach, Mr Bradford. Without his help and support, we wouldn’t have made it as far in the tournament as we did.

Written by Kai and Joe.
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