Spring Term 1st Half – Spelling Focus
In year 1 the children have a set of words to learn to read and spell. These are known as the common exception words. Below is the complete list of words. This half term we would encourage the children to learn to read and spell at least the first 27 words as an ongoing homework task. The children will be assessed on what they have learned at the end of this half term. They will be supported with this learning within the English and teaching of reading lessons.
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There is no one way to learn to spell words. Below are some strategies that you can use.
Fun ways to learn spellings at home
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* Pocket Cards: Make small cards to keep in your pocket or bag and when you are walking to
school, making breakfast or sitting in the park ask the children to spell the

words to you, - & ‘t-
With pen, m" marker and paper:

* Spelling Word Race: Create two teams with a player from each team taking the ‘pen’ at
time. Someone calls out the word and the two players race to write the word first.

Spelling Puzzle: Make a home-made puzzle by writing the words in large on a piece of card.
Get your child to cut it up and then can they piece it back together again?

* Stairs: Write the words as if they are stairs, adding one letter each time:
S, Sp, Spe, Spel, Spell

* Tic-Tac-Toe: This game is a favourite of the children's and is often best known as Os and
Xs. Using the spelling words the child needs to make get three in a row of the words spelt
correctly. They can compete with you or a friend.

* Chalk: If you have any chalk (and don't mind getting your paving a bit messy) get
the child to write the words on the ground and then the rain will wash it away.

* Water Paint: Use water and a paintbrush to water paint the spelling words. On a
hot sunny day the words disappear quickly so they need to paint fast!
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